 Report to NSW Legal Assistance Forum – December 2011.
 Fines and Traffic Law Working Group 

1. 
Meeting of members of the NLAF Fines and Traffic Law Working Group


The following organisations are represented on the working group.

· Aboriginal Legal Service NSW / ACT 
· CLCs 

· Department Attorney General & Justice 

· LawAccess NSW 

· Legal Aid NSW 

· Public Interest Advocacy Centre 

· RTA 

· Shopfront 

· Salvos Legal 

The working group met on 26 October at the Law and Justice Foundation of NSW offices. 
 

2.
Activities / outcomes


The objectives of the working group are set out its Terms of Reference.  This report outlines the progress of the group towards achieving these objectives:

Work with Legal Aid NSW, ALS and DAGJ to promote participation in the Work and Development Orders (WDO) program to key stakeholders and clarify referral pathways between them.
Recruitment is underway for the solicitor and field officer positions for the Legal Aid WDO program. The Working group is working on a strategy to get information about the program into all levels of large community and charitable organisations. Since the CLC’s do a great deal of work involving fines and debts, Legal Aid will take steps to better link in with them by way of the CLC Quarterly meetings, the CLC state conference and possibly connect in with the NACLC CLEAR database. Working group members will provide case examples to be included in the DVD that Legal Aid is producing and use will be made of the working group networks to distribute the DVD’s when they are finalised. 
 Explore practical and workable options for licensing non-licensed drivers and re-licensing disqualified drivers.
Nigel Robinson, the manager of the RTA Aboriginal Programs, gave a presentation to the meeting of their initiatives. An Aboriginal Driver Education program has been rolled out to TAFE’s; the Aboriginal Driving Instructor Program aims to train 30 instructors by 2012; the Aboriginal Driving Instructor Grants program now makes funding available to community organisations so they can purchase professional instruction. In addition, they are developing resources such as a Driver Knowledge Test audio CD with questions and answers.
The Working Group reviewed a proposal from the CLSD unit for a Traffic Advice Pilot Project at Taree and provided constructive feedback to enhance its effectiveness. The RTA will refer clients to it and arrange to deliver the Aboriginal Driver Education Program there. Investigation with the Department of Premier and Cabinet is to take place as to whether the Taree pilot could become a template for a Regional Action Plan.
Provide advice about traffic law and licence issues to the DAGJ Licence Disqualification Working Party.

Representatives of DAGJ circulated an options paper on proposals for law reform. The importance of action was emphasised by the announcement that 100 new number plate recognition devices are to be rolled out to keep an election promise. The current number is 8. This is expected to greatly increase the number of people caught driving unlicensed. The feedback from Working Group members included suggestions to clarify some aspects of the proposal and to consider resource issues for public legal assistance services to assist the affected people to make their application for removal or reduction of disqualification periods to courts. One suggestion was to set targets for referral of clients to the ALS and Legal Aid by police Aboriginal Liaison Officers near remote communities. Another suggestion was to consider utilising Circle Sentencing forums.
3. 
Next meeting


The working group plans to meet next on 5 December. A verbal update on proceedings of that meeting will be given to the NLAF Plenary meeting on 7 December.
John McKenzie
Chief Legal Officer, ALS (NSW / ACT)

Chair, NLAF Fines and Traffic Law Working Group
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