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 Fines and Traffic Law Working Group 

1. 
Meeting of members of the NLAF Fines and Traffic Law Working Group


The following organisations are represented on the working group.

· Aboriginal Legal Service NSW / ACT 
· CLCs 

· NSW Department Attorney General & Justice (DAGJ) 
· LawAccess NSW 

· Legal Aid NSW 

· Public Interest Advocacy Centre 

· Roads and Maritime Services (RMS)
· Shopfront 

· Salvos Legal 

The working group met on 15 August 2012 at the offices of the Aboriginal Legal Service (NSW / ACT).  
2.
Activities / outcomes


The objectives of the working group are set out in its Terms of Reference.  This report outlines the progress of the group towards achieving these objectives:
1.
Work with Legal Aid NSW, ALS and DAGJ to promote participation in the Work and Development Orders (WDO) program to key stakeholders and clarify referral pathways between them.

WDO Scheme

Legal Aid NSW solicitors and field officers from the ALS work jointly on this project. 

The teams are active in getting organisations approved to be involved in the WDO scheme. They have been focussing on building sound infrastructure and support for organisations in order to connect clients to organisations. There have been two launches of the WDO program: in Coffs Harbour and in Nowra. There has also been a 13 minute promotional DVD put together which features clients who have worked off debt and also features services which have been involved in the program. 

There has been a great deal of success in attracting new agencies amongst community organisations. During the April-May period there were as many services signing up to the program as there had been onboard in the previous two years. There has been some resistance met in respect to services being under the apprehension that being involved is too onerous, though the teams are working to dispel this myth.


The Working Group will work towards obtaining endorsement of the WDO project from the Coalition of Aboriginal Peak Organisations (CAPO) to assist in attracting more Aboriginal community agencies to join the scheme.
An important development is that the Department of Corrective Services is considering roll out of WDO programs to NSW prisons. Currently, there is a trial running at Silverwater Women’s Correctional Centre with 12 inmates engaging in the WDO program through the Education Unit. 
Regional Action Plans]
The Department of Premier and Cabinet is developing Regional Action Plans (RAPs) as a mechanism to link local community issues with existing regional government strategies and initiatives and the broader NSW State Government Plan. The RAPS will include actions that will be implemented within a two year timeframe. It is anticipated that the RAPs will be publicly released by September 2012.
The Working Group is working together with DPC to include actions in the RAPs (particularly in the Western Region of NSW) relating to promoting the WDO scheme and educational licencing resources targeted at Aboriginal people: 
2.
Explore practical and workable options for licensing non-licensed drivers and re-licensing disqualified drivers.

The working group prepared a submission to the NSW Aboriginal Taskforce regarding a suggestion to provide driver education in schools in RRR areas where there is a significant Aboriginal population, as an incentive to increase school attendance. The Taskforce has acknowledged receipt of the submission provided it to Coalition of Aboriginal Peak Bodies (CAPO). 


An approach to include driver education in targeted schools has also been made to the Aboriginal Student Attendance Taskforce, convened by the Department of Education.

Representatives of the Road and Maritime Services (the former RTA) regularly attend working group meetings. The Working Group continues to engage with the RMS to seek their involvement in a proposed trial of a court-based project at Taree to address hurdles in the re-licensing of disqualified and suspended drivers.  A letter requesting clarification of whether RMS would be prepared to co-fund the project with Legal Aid NSW has been sent to the Minister for Transport, Minister for Roads and Ports, as well as the Director General of Transport for NSW.
3.
Provide advice about traffic law and licence issues to the DAGJ Licence Disqualification Working Party.


The Department of Attorney General and Justice Licence Disqualification Working Party has consulted with a range of stakeholders (including the NLAF Traffic and Fines Working Group) about reform of the licence disqualification system (particularly where licences have been suspended as a result of unpaid fines). 
3. 
Next meeting

The working group plans to meet next on 31 October 2012.
John McKenzie
Chief Legal Officer, ALS (NSW / ACT)
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