[image: image1.png]Y C——— | AW AND JUSTICE
@ FOUNDATION





Legal Information and Referral Forum report to NLAF, November 2011

Provision of legal information to refugees and newly arrived migrants 

As Adam Blinman, Acting Director NSW Multicultural Affairs, Settlement and Parliamentary and Ministerial Liaison Branch, DIAC, was unable to attend the meeting at very short notice, the forum was unable to hear how the Settlement services will provide basic legal information about the Australian legal system to refugees and newly arrived migrants and how the public legal sector might assist with this. 
It was decided that the Forum would wait for NLAF to continue to pursue the relationship with DIAC with the aim of more systematic and consistent public legal sector involvement in the delivery of the legal information and education aspects of the settlement process.   


New Initiatives

Legal Information Access Centre (LIAC)

· The plain language resource Guilty Your Honour is available in full text on LIAC’s website
· LIAC is reducing its hours for the telephone inquiry service which will now only be available for half the day. LIAC has also moved location within the State Library

· LIAC piloted a legal information workshop in Port Macquarie (based on the Dubbo model) for CLSD members. It was very successful and particularly useful in developing relationships between the libraries and the courts. The next place LIAC will run the workshops is Lismore.
· New service – LIAC will produce resource lists for particular areas of law or community groups consisting of the most up to date and useful resources, on request.

· The latest edition of Rest Assured will be available in November.

· The latest Hot Topics is on Refugees. The next one will be on You and your lawyer, edited by the Office of the Legal Services Commissioner. New editions of The Australian Legal System and Neighbours are also being produced.
· LIAC has also applied for funding to take their legal information workshop to other areas of the state and to produce a video on the Australian Legal System. 

Community Legal Centres

· Kingsford Legal Centre – Focus on running information sessions to local Indigenous communities on constitutional recognition reform, and piloted human rights education sessions to children in vacation care in October which were very successful. 

· Redfern Legal Centre – Recently launched the Boarders and Lodgers Kit.  Available on RLC website.  It covers common issues such as being locked out/ not able to access possessions etc.  RLC is also continuing its education sessions to migrant communities on credit and debt issues.  

· Women’s Legal Services – Safe in Our Place project on family law and DV for settlement workers and newly arrived communities, in Sydney and rural areas is continuing.  The Indigenous Women’s Program has received funding to run workshops in Far West NSW on cyber bullying.  WLS is also preparing CLE sessions on DV issues for GPs.  

· Western NSW CLC – Western NSW CLC is preparing CLE sessions on Cyber-Bullying.  The Service is still running CLE sessions at Wellington Gaol based on the “Back on Track” DVD.  The Service also has a new arrangement with Cobar High School to run CLE for Legal Studies students in Years 11 and 12.    They are also providing CLE on AVOs and DV to staff at Family Relationship Centres in the region.

· TARS – Older Persons Legal Service – received funding from the Law and Justice Foundation to present CLE to older people in RRR areas.  

· Environmental Defenders Office- Focusing CLE materials/ booklets on the issue of Coal Seam Gas and Mining.  The material will cover such issues as landowner rights and how to negotiate access agreements.    

· Shoalcoast CLC- The Centre’s ALAP worker is working in local high schools.  

Legal Aid NSW  

        National Legal Aid with DIAC have produced What’s the law, a DVD about the Australian legal system for ESL teachers working with migrants and refugees. Legal Aid NSW is running train the trainer sessions as part of its distribution of the DVD. 

· Best for Kids (family law for kids) website is up and running at  http://www.bestforkids.org.au/ 

· Legal Aid NSW and ALS have received NSW funding to fund solicitors and Field Officers to assist people to deal with fines with Work & Development Orders. 

        Legal Aid NSW is working with the ALS to improve referrals for family and civil law assistance by employing Aboriginal Field Officers. The officers are based in Campbelltown and Coffs Harbour with recruit underway in Walgett 

Cooperative Legal Service Delivery (CLSD) Program  
       Considering a traffic law pilot Taree in partnership with DAGJ and possibly RTA. Provides for a lawyer to be present in court one day a week. The pilot is particularly aimed at local Aboriginal community members.

        Pilot ADVO early intervention pilot project in Dubbo under consideration – providing legal representation and support for defendants 

        CLSD is holding introductory meeting in Port Macquarie with a view to a new CLSD being rolled out in the Mid North Coast

        A CLSD e-update is available quarterly  - available on the Legal Aid internet - http://www.legalaid.nsw.gov.au/what-we-do/community-partnerships/cooperative-legal-services-delivery-clsd-program
· Provision of CLE on employment law in Griffith CALD community members – targeting international students. 

· Producing a CLE product on domestic violence and spouse visas with the single message that you can’t get sent home if you report DV and relevant organisation’s numbers for contact.

· Discrimination Toolkit is being rolled out


National Pro Bono Resource Centre
· Is producing a discussion paper on ADR and the role of pro bono.
Local Courts

· The estimated launch for the One Website, website is mid December. However it will be a staged roll out with the local courts and Sheriffs sections going live first. The new web sections for the other AGD business units will follow in due course. 

Department of Attorney General and Justice 

· DAGJ has been working with African communities, doing education and training about the options available under ADR for dispute resolution. They are also providing education on the structure and role of the Department. They are doing needs assessment for training for the African and Pacific Islander Communities. 
Public Interest Law Clearing House 

· M61 decision – people who have not been granted refugee status (and have appealed in the RRT or independent merit review) may be able to have the decision reversed on procedural fairness grounds. PILCH has a (trained) pool of barristers and lawyers who can assist people with these appeals to the Federal Magistrates Court. There is already a high case load and advocacy work still needs to be undertaken so that people are aware of this right to appeal. Of the 80 matters presented to the court only 2 have failed the merit test. People in remote detention centres need to know about their right to judicial review as the process needs to happen no later than 30 days after the first rejection of their application. PILCH is also working on cases where people have been indefinitely detained. 

Law and Justice Foundation (LJF)
· Three resources produced with funding from the LJF have recently been launched – 
· Respect my decisions: it's my right! A guide to advance end-of-life care planning for GLBTI people. 
http://aslarc.scu.edu.au/respect%20my%20decisions%20ITS%20MY%20RIGHT%20-%20May%202011.pdf, ASLARC, Southern Cross University, 

· Social justice opportunities, A career guide for law students and new lawyers,  http://www.sjopps.net.au/

 HYPERLINK "http://www.sjopps.net.au/" \o "http://www.sjopps.net.au/"   National Pro Bono Resource Centre and Australian Law Students' Association
· Toongabbie Legal Centre website, A website to promote the activities and projects of the Toongabbie Legal Centre Inc, http://www.tlc.asn.au 
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